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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: Teacher education in Iran, as one of the most
Article type: fundamental pillars of the educational system, has always been the subject of
Research Article academic studies and research. Examining the trajectory of these studies over a
long-term period can provide a clear picture of developments, challenges, and
. scientific orientations in this field. The present study aims to analyze the themes
Received: 2025/11/07  of academic articles, theses, and dissertations related to teacher education over

Reviewed: the past eight decades in Iran. Methods: This study was conducted using a
2026/01/18 qualitative approach based on thematic analysis. The data comprised 2,847
Accepted: scientific-research articles and 1,152 university theses and dissertations. After
2026/05/20 collection, refinement, and removal of duplicate and irrelevant items, 2,479
Published Online: studies were examined. The analytical process consisted of three stages—open,
2026/11/05 ' axial, and selective coding—through which the main and sub-themes of the

. studies were identified, and the historical trend was extracted and clustered.
Pages: 1-50 Findings: The results indicated that the topics studied in the field of teacher

education over the past eight decades can be categorized into several major
domains:  “curriculum, pedagogy, and professional competencies";
"professional development, practicum, and transfer to practice™; “identity,

and professional resilience"; and “structure, management, and technology."
The historical analysis also revealed that the early emphasis on normative and

Keywords: institutional discussions in the first decades of this research has gradually
Teacher Education shifted toward applied and competency-based research orientations.
Thematic Analysis Conclusion: By analyzing the existing themes, the present study draws a macro
Farhangian picture of the academic discourse on teacher education in Iran over the past

University eight decades. The findings indicate that, despite thematic diversity, gaps such

History of Teacher as insufficient attention to socio-cultural dimensions, innovation in curriculum
design, preparation of teachers for uncertain future conditions, and teacher

P qu_Catl(?n education for the forthcoming virtual life are evident. These results can assist
roressional policymakers and universities responsible for teacher education in rethinking
Competencies strategies and designing new programs.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Teacher education is a foundational component of the education system and
has a documented history in Iran extending across major institutional,
political, and intellectual transformations. Although a substantial body of
academic work has examined teacher preparation, professional learning,
curriculum, and the organization of teacher education, the field has lacked an
integrated historical and thematic account that brings this scholarship together
across an extended period. This study therefore examines research on teacher
education in lIran from 1936 to 2025 to identify its principal thematic
domains, trace changes in research priorities, and interpret the relationship
between these shifts and the broader historical and institutional context. By
mapping the development of the scholarly literature, the study seeks to
provide a consolidated view that can inform future research, policy
deliberation, and the work of institutions responsible for preparing teachers.

Methods

The study used a qualitative design based on thematic analysis,
complemented by a historical trend analysis. The research population
comprised Iranian scientific-research articles, university theses, and
dissertations concerning teacher education during the period under review.
Searches were conducted in NoorMags, the Scientific Information Database
of the Academic Center for Education, Culture and Research (SID), and the
Iranian Research Institute for Information Science and Technology
(IranDoc). The search strategy used terms including “teacher education,”

99 ¢¢

“Farhangian University,” “student teacher(s),” and “Higher Teacher Training
College.” The source article reports that more than 4,000 records were
initially identified; after screening and removing duplicate and irrelevant
records, 2,479 documents were retained for analysis. Titles and abstracts were
compiled in a database and reviewed against inclusion and exclusion criteria.

The analysis followed the six phases of thematic analysis described by Braun
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and Clarke (2006): familiarization with the data, generation of initial codes,
searching for themes, reviewing themes, defining and naming themes, and
producing the analysis. The article also describes coding in open, axial, and
selective stages. Themes were clustered by historically meaningful periods to
examine continuity and change. To strengthen the trustworthiness of the
analysis, the researchers report repeated review of the data and coding, peer
review/debriefing, triangulation across document types, and independent
recoding of a portion of the material by a second researcher; inter-coder
agreement was reported to exceed 80%.

Findings

The analysis organized the literature into five overarching thematic domains:
(1) curriculum, pedagogy, and professional competencies; (2) professional
development, practicum, and transfer to practice; (3) teacher identity, ethics,
and philosophical foundations; (4) psychological well-being, motivation, and
professional resilience; and (5) institutional structure, management, and
technology. These domains are interrelated rather than isolated: curriculum
and competency debates connect with the quality of practicum and
professional learning, while questions of teacher identity and well-being are
shaped by institutional arrangements, policy priorities, and changing social
and technological conditions. Across the eight decades, the literature moved
from a relatively limited body of work focused on institutional establishment
and administrative arrangements toward a much larger and more diverse
research field addressing professional competencies, educational quality,
teacher development, psychological factors, and digital learning. The article
particularly highlights the substantial growth in the volume of research
following the establishment of Farhangian University, alongside a
diversification of the questions being investigated.

Historical Development of the Research Field

The first period (1936-1979) was characterized by the early
institutionalization of teacher education and the development of
administrative structures. Research reflected national development and
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modernization priorities, selective borrowing from Western models, growing
attention to educational psychology and professional specialization,
international dialogue, and criticism of existing arrangements. Teacher
education was largely discussed as part of a state-led modernization project,
and the number of identified studies in this period was comparatively small.

The second period (1979-1997) was shaped by the reconstruction and
ideological reorientation of educational institutions following the Islamic
Revolution. Research addressed the reorganization of teacher-training
centers, the alignment of teacher preparation with revolutionary and Islamic
values, the redefinition of the teacher’s social and educational role, and
concerns about the quality and effectiveness of preparation. Toward the later
years of this period, attention to professional competencies, student-teacher
self-direction, school-based education, practicum, and comparative
perspectives became more visible. The literature thus reflects a gradual,
though not necessarily linear, movement from an emphasis on the teacher as
a committed ideological and cultural figure toward recognition of the teacher
as a professional specialist.

The third period (1997-2005) represented a transition toward structural
reconsideration, quality assurance, and more explicit scientific dialogue.
Studies considered curriculum reform, professional qualification, teacher
selection and staffing, practicum, student well-being, organizational
management, and comparative approaches. The period’s literature
increasingly raised questions about the effectiveness of existing arrangements
and the need to assess educational outcomes, while also engaging selectively
with international models and interdisciplinary perspectives.

The fourth period (2006-2012) was marked by institutional uncertainty
and concern about the identity and effectiveness of teacher-training centers.
Research focused on revising curricula, strengthening the connection between
theory and practice, improving practicum, developing teachers’
psychological and professional competencies, addressing management and
organizational challenges, and considering the use of information and
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communication technologies. These concerns formed part of the broader
context in which the establishment of Farhangian University emerged as a
major institutional turning point.

The fifth period (2013-2025), following the establishment of Farhangian
University, saw a pronounced expansion and diversification of scholarship.
Research addressed curriculum development and specialized competencies;
professional identity and continuing development; practicum, mentoring, and
the transfer of learning into practice; teacher educators’ performance;
organizational leadership and governance; psychological well-being,
motivation, and resilience; technology-enabled, virtual, and blended learning;
and the ethical, philosophical, and value-based foundations of teacher
education. The source article also describes the post-establishment years in
more detailed subperiods, reflecting the growth and changing emphases of
research. Despite this expansion, the article identifies a continuing need for
stronger attention to macro-level policy questions and for research that
connects institutional and professional concerns with wider socio-cultural
transformations.

Discussion and Conclusion

Taken together, the findings suggest that teacher education research in Iran
has evolved alongside changes in the country’s educational institutions and
broader political, social, and intellectual context. The literature reflects a
gradual broadening of the field: from institutional formation, administrative
organization, and normative definitions of the teacher’s role toward questions
of educational quality, professional competencies, reflective practice, lifelong
professional learning, psychological well-being, organizational governance,
and educational technology. The establishment of Farhangian University
stands out as a major institutional watershed associated with a marked
increase in research volume and a wider range of topics. At the same time,
the thematic map indicates that the growth of research has not eliminated
important gaps. The source article points to limited attention to socio-cultural
dimensions of student teachers’ experiences, innovation in curriculum design,
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preparation for uncertain and changing future conditions, and the implications
of virtual and digital life for teacher education. The findings also suggest the
value of connecting micro-level studies of teaching, learning, and student-
teacher experience with broader policy, governance, and system-level
analyses. Such integration could support more coherent evidence-informed
decisions by policymakers and teacher education institutions.

The principal contribution of this study is its long-term thematic synthesis
of articles, theses, and dissertations on teacher education in Iran. By
combining thematic categorization with historical interpretation, it provides a
framework for understanding both persistent concerns and shifts in scholarly
attention. For research, the framework can help identify underexplored
intersections among curriculum, practicum, professional identity, well-being,
governance, and technology. For policy and practice, it underscores the
importance of linking curriculum reform to meaningful school-based
experience, supporting teachers’ continuing professional development,
considering the psychological and social dimensions of teacher preparation,
and evaluating digital innovation in relation to pedagogical aims rather than
technology adoption alone. These implications should be understood as
directions suggested by the thematic synthesis, rather than as causal effects
established by the study.
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