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ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: Background and Objectives: The ability to understand and predict others'
Research Article mental states, known as Theory of Mind (ToM), is a key component of social

cognition and plays a decisive role in teachers' professional interactions.
R Conversely, fear of success is a psychological barrier that can negatively
Received: 2025/0/11 impact the quality of educational decision-making. Considering the mediating
Reviewed: 2025/08/25 role of decision-making styles, this study systematically investigates the
Accepted: 2025/10/01 relationship between Theory of Mind and fear of success among teachers,
Published Online: aiming to provide practical strategies for improving decision-making
2025/11/05 processes in educational environments. Methods: This research employed a
P - 107-121 descriptive-correlational design with structural equation modeling. The

ages: statistical population consisted of all teachers in the Gorgan Education
Department in 2025 (1404 Iranian calendar). A sample of 302 teachers was
selected through convenience sampling. Research instruments included the
Revised Reading the Mind in the Eyes Test (Baron-Cohen et al., 2001), the
Fear of Success Scale (Zuckerman & Allison, 1979), and the General
Decision-Making Styles Questionnaire (Scott & Bruce, 1995). Findings:
Results indicated that Theory of Mind indirectly and significantly affects fear
of success through logical (B = -0.13), intuitive (p = -0.08), and dependent (j3
= 0.22) decision-making styles. Additionally, Theory of Mind showed
significant correlations with fear of success and all decision-making styles
except avoidant style. Fear of success was also significantly correlated with

Keywords: all decision-making styles. Conclusion: The findings suggest that enhancing
Decision-making styles Theory of Mind abilities in teachers can reduce fear of success and improve
Fear of success their decision-making styles. Therefore, training in social cognition skills and
Mind reading rational decision-making may serve as an effective approach to mitigate
Teachers psychological barriers to success in educational settings. This study

emphasizes the necessity of integrating cognitive-social factors into

Theory of mind. ; . :
y educational planning and teacher professional development programs.
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